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What characterizes exocrine pancreatic cancer?

How does the pathologist diagnose exocrine pancreatic cancer?

Cells in the pancreas that
produce enzyme juices that
help digest food.
Malignant:
Cancerous and capable of
spreading.
Pathologist:
A physician who examines
tissues and fluids to
diagnose disease in order
to assist in making
treatment decisions.

Laparoscopy allows physicians to view inside the body using a thin, lighted
tube inserted through small incisions in the abdominal wall. Endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) examines the bile ducts for narrowing or
blockages sometimes associated with pancreatic cancer. Biopsy specimens, or
tissue samples, can be gathered during both of these procedures.

What else does the pathologist look for?
The pathologist reviews the biopsy specimens and the results of all tests to make a
diagnosis. If cancer is found, the pathologist can determine the stage of the cancer.
Stage 1 exocrine pancreatic cancers are small and confined to the pancreas, and stage 4
tumors have spreadbeyond areas near the pancreas. Stages 2 and 3 describe conditions
in between these two extremes. The chance of recovery depends on the type of exocrine
pancreatic cancer, how far the cancer has spread, and your overall health.
For more information, go to www.cancer.gov (National Cancer Institute) or www.cancer.org (American
Cancer Society). Type the keywords pancreatic cancer or exocrine pancreatic cancer or into the search box
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